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Promoting research, education 
and stewardship throughout 
the Great Bay Estuary
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"Every day, we experience a combination of our physical world 
and the social, environmental, and political milieu that swirl 

around us. As we take on all of the actions and commitments that add 
up to a day, how do we influence the physical world, our communities, 
and our own beliefs? What is manipulating us, and what are we 
manipulating? Is it intentional or directional, and is this all headed 
somewhere? These questions are not just philosophical, they are 
ecological. Trying to untangle the complex relationships we see in 

nature all around us here in Great Bay requires an understanding of how the physical, biological, 
and chemical systems interact and how humans affect these connections. Budding biologists all over 
the world engage with complex interactions as they learn about keystone species: those that have 
a disproportionately large effect on their natural environment relative to their abundance. Their 
survival involves a network of food webs, reproductive cycles, and habitat structure. The concept of 
a keystone species is considered an oversimplification by some ecologists, but it is a helpful symbol 
of interdependence. The sea star was the first creature to be given this title of keystone species 
after it was coined by Robert Paine in 1969. Species as diverse as cacti, bees, jaguars, elephants, and 
prairie dogs have all been described as keystone. This issue of Great Bay Matters will take a close 
look at some influential species along New England’s coast. We call them the movers and shakers 
of the estuary because of their importance in catalyzing change. As you read, take a cue from the 
beavers and the sharks. Be a mover and a shaker in your own sphere of influence, and do what you 
can to foster positive change and maintain balance in your community, your place, and yourself.

Great Bay National Estuarine 
Research Reserve (GBNERR) is 
an estuary comprised of 7,300 
acres of tidal waters and 2,935 
acres of coastal land. Acquired 

through land purchases and 
conservation easements, 

GBNERR was designated on 
October 3, 1989 to be 

preserved for the purposes 
of education, research, and 

resource protection.

89 Depot Road, 
Greenland, NH 03840

603-778-0015

Great Bay Matters is published 
cooperatively by GBNERR and 

the Great Bay Stewards

Editor: Kelle Loughlin

Design: Victor Young

Cover Photo: pixabay.com

 

GBNERR is funded by the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration and the New 

Hampshire Fish and Game 

Department. The Reserve is 

supported  by its non-profit friends 

group, the Great Bay Stewards

m
an

ag
er

’s 
co

rn
er

GBNERR
Manager: Cory Riley

GREAT BAY DISCOVERY CENTER
Education Coordinator:

Kelle Loughlin

GREAT BAY STEWARDS
Chair: Deb Alberts

This publication is printed on FSC 
certified 50% total recycled content/ 
25% post consumer content paper.

co
nt

en
ts

2 4 5

Influencers

2 Feature: 
   Pond Making Pioneers 

6 NERRS NEWS:
l Horseshoe Crab Naturalist 

Program
l Grab & Go Kits 
l Eelgrass Resilience Project

8 Volunteer for Great Bay: 
l Be a Horseshoe Crab Naturalist
l Community Wildlife Garden
l Fall Educator Training

4 Feature: 
   The Powerful Stroke of a Pen

7 Educational Offerings: 
   l 2022 Summer Bayventures     
   l Once Upon an Estuary

9 View From the Chair:
     l The "Hidden Coast"
     l The Beaches Conference 

5 Estuary Almanac:
Bobcat

8 A National Perspective:  
   l Thirtieth NERR is 

Designated

Cory Riley, Reserve Manager, GBNERR



2   l   GREAT BAY Matters                

eaver (Castor Canadensis) are the 
cornerstone of wildlife diversity 
in many New Hampshire 

landscapes through their creation 
of wetland habitat. Fish, reptiles, 
amphibians, birds, moose, and many 
other species take advantage of the 
cool water and available resources 
created by the industrious beavers, 
and these water-impounding 
habitats created by their dams 
offer a complex interrelationship 
between wildlife and humans.  

Beaver wetlands aid in soil con-
servation, protect water quality and 
resources, and provide opportunities for 
outdoor experiences often surrounded by 
beautiful views. 

Impoundments trap and store water, 
preventing runoff and maintaining soil sat-
uration. Underground water seepage from 
these impoundments releases gradually, 
slowly making its way to streams and larger 
river systems, providing drought relief and 
flood reduction throughout watersheds.

Beaver impoundments collect organic 
materials such as leaves, branches, and 

other plant structures, providing food 
and cover for aquatic invertebrates such 
as dragonfly and damselfly nymphs. 
Interestingly, aquatic invertebrate com-
munity structure is altered during the cre-
ation of a beaver impoundment. Running-

water invertebrate taxa are replaced by 
pond taxa, primarily in response to finer 
sediments and a decrease in water current 

speed. It is these fundamental alter-
ations which attract diverse wildlife 

to beaver impoundments. 
Active beaver wetlands progress 

through natural plant succession 
over time. Beaver numbers and 
food supplies vary with temporal 
shifts in the density and diversity 

of beaver habitat. Beaver pond 
succession occurs over an estimated 

period of 20-30 years; starting from 
dam construction on a forested stream, 

to the loss of wooded cover, increased 
open water and leading to the eventual 
invasion of emergent vegetative species. 
During this timeframe, beaver pond 
succession appears to be predictive. Upon 
beaver impoundment, abandonment 
succession becomes highly unpredictable. 
Habitat succession becomes dependent on 
topography, hydrology, soil structure and 
composition, and vegetative community 
assemblages. Mud flats quickly become 
dense mats of sedges and grasses. Beaver 

An industious beaver works tirelessly to build 
a dam and lodge with tree limbs and mud.

HOW NATURE'S ENGINEERS CONTRIBUTE TO NEW HAMPSHIRE’S WILDLIFE DIVERSITY AND WATER QUALITY

B
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A beaver dam creates water-impoundment habitats that enhance ecological health.

meadow succession prevents soil erosion 
and provides an open grassland type 
habitat. 

Retired NH Fish and Game Wildlife 
Biologist Helenette Silver compiled histor-
ical accounts in “New Hampshire’s Game 
and Furbearers”, which includes a chapter 
on beaver. She wrote New Hampshire’s 
history heavily involved the harvest of 
beavers as part of the early colonization 
inhabitation, economy, and food. Beavers 
were found to be numerous during the 
1700s with considerable harvest pressure 
during the 1800s. Pelts were traded, flesh 
was a mainstay, and drained impound-
ments were used for grazing livestock. 
In 1865, legislation was drafted creating 
what has become the New Hampshire Fish 
and Game Department. Law Enforcement 
personnel were hired to protect wildlife 

resources, including beaver. The time 
period (1700s-1800s) of un-regulated har-
vest was coming to an end. By the 1940s, 
through changes in laws, law enforcement, 
and the relocation of beavers, the New 
Hampshire Fish and Game Department 
was able to restore beaver populations 
throughout the state. Beaver populations 
continue to occupy all areas of the state, 
and are an important part of the New 

Often called “nature’s engineers”, beaver are 

the only mammal in North America besides 

us that manipulate their habitat at the landscape 

scale.  These pond-making pioneers are a 

keystone species that create flowages used by 

other wildlife including heron, wood turtles, otter, 

kingfisher, and great horned owls. 

Beavers are true vegetarians, eating 

aquatic plants and the leaves, bark, twigs, 

and buds of shrubs and trees. Beaver teeth, 

including their iron-rich bright orange incisors, 

grow continuously to accommodate gnawing on 

woody plants. Favored tree species include alder, aspen, birch, maple and willow, 

ideally with stems less than three inches in diameter. When beaver start chewing 

larger and less preferred tree species it indicates their food supply is dwindling. 

This can clearly be seen if you take a walk through the Crommet Creek Wildlife 

Management Area, a focus of land protection within the Reserve. 

To increase the amount of food for beaver, and to provide early successional 

habitat for other species, New Hampshire Fish and Game, and the Division of For-

est and Lands are working to create a series of one half to two-acre gaps in what 

was an over 3,000 acre roughly same-aged stand of trees. Forestry and wildlife 

professionals are working together to help keep nature’s engineers around! 

Rachel Stevens, Stewardship Coordinator and Wildlife Ecologist, GBNERR

Hampshire landscape.
New Hampshire Fish and Game places 

high value on the presence of beaver on 
Department-managed lands. The ecologi-
cal and environmental benefits they pro-
vide, by contributing to New Hampshire’s 
wildlife diversity and water quality, is truly 
awe inspiring.

Pat Tate, Wildlife Biologist, NHFG

A  C U T  A B O V E  T H E  R E S T
A beaver's front teeth 
(incisors) are harder on 
the front side than on the 
back, making the back 
of each tooth wear away 
more quickly, keeping the 
teeth sharp.

The chewing of large trees 
by beavers are a tell-tale 
sign that their food supply 
is running short.
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Scientists call them white sharks. 
Those of us who sat with our little 

legs pulled off the f loor of the theater and 
tucked under us for fear we would get 
swallowed up whole still call them Great 
Whites. Jaws ruined us. If you watched 
that movie at an age when you were old 
enough to understand death, but too 
young to dissect Hollywood, you will 
never be the same.  

Jaws first hit theaters in 1975, three 
years after President Richard Nixon signed 
into law the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act (MMPA). The MMPA established a 
national policy to prevent marine mammal 
species and population stocks from declin-

ing beyond the point where they ceased 
to be significant functioning elements of 
their ecosystems. Why was it enacted? 
Humans. The law prohibited the taking of 
marine mammals and enacted a morato-
rium on the import, export, and sale of any 
marine mammal, part, or product within 
the United States. On December 21, 1972, 
whales, seals, polar bears, manatees, otters, 
dolphins, and all of their warm-blooded 
marine relatives breathed a collective sigh 
of relief. 

Almost fifty years later, the island 
of Martha’s Vineyard in Massachusetts, 
where much of Jaws was filmed, and the 
beaches and communities of Cape Cod, 
where sits a sister Reserve to Great Bay, 
the Waquoit Bay National Estuarine 
Research Reserve, is contending with not 
just one very large hungry white shark, 
but dozens and perhaps even hundreds 
each summer. Who knew that the stroke 
of Nixon’s pen would lead to white sharks 
returning to the waters of New England in 
abundance, searching for one of their most 
desired prey? Their robust return has 
left beachgoers, scientists, and municipal 
decision makers scratching their heads 

trying to figure out how best to live with 
this new summer normal. 

White sharks have been documented 
in New England waters as far back as the 
early 1800s. They are not a new phenom-
enon here. But sharks have to eat—and 
big sharks have to eat a lot. In the 19th 
and 20th centuries, seal populations in 
the Atlantic Ocean had been driven to the 
brink of extinction. Without abundant 
food sources, there was no significant force 
bringing white sharks to New England 
shores. Enter the gray seal, Halichoerus 
grypus, or “hooked nose sea pig.” 

The rebound of many marine mam-
mals after the MMPA was enacted, in 
particular the gray seal, has been more 
than 40 years in the making because of the 
long lifespan and slow reproductive cycles 
of these animals. Gray seals tend to con-
gregate in large colonies on rocky coasts, 
which draw the white sharks closer to 
shore. The thick layer of blubber found in 
seals is rich in fat and perfect for sustain-
ing a large white shark. With thousands 
of seals now back in New England waters, 
white sharks have a good reason to stay. 

When swimmer Julie Dimperio 

HOW A LAW PASSED IN 1972 HAS LED TO THE RETURN 
OF WHITE SHARKS TO THE WATERS OF NEW ENGLAND

In 1975 the 
movie Jaws 
hit theaters 
and changed 
people's 
perception 
of sharks for 
decades.

4   l   GREAT BAY Matters                
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Bobcats in Our Estuary
When we think of estuaries, images of 

great blue heron, osprey, and fish probably 
come to mind before large mammals such 
as moose, coyotes, or bobcats. But even in 
coastal New Hampshire, these creatures exist 
and are quite common.  As the last snows 
of the season came this spring, we noticed 
perfect sets of bobcat tracks traversing the 
saltmarsh in front of the Great Bay Discovery 
Center.  

Much like your house cat, bobcats 
(Lynx rufus) are ambush predators, and will 
frequent wildlife paths to prey on anything 
from small rodents, such as mice, squirrels, 
moles and shews, to birds, and even white 
tailed deer.  When food is scarce, bobcats 
can fast, but will take advantage of extreme 
environmental conditions, like deep snow, 
to kill large prey such as deer and turkey.   
Habitats like saltmarshes are rich in a variety 
of prey species bobcats will pursue.   

Their characteristic stubby or “bobbed” 
tail is just 4 –7 inches in length with males 
being larger than females. Bobcats range in 
size from 19–22 inches at the shoulder and 

Estuary Almanac 28–49 inches in length. Males 
average 27 pounds, while females 
average 17.  The largest recorded 
body weight (51-pound male) was 
in Pittsburg, NH in 1927.   

Bobcats are reported to have 
a fairly short average life span 
of 2–5 years in the wild. A few 
have been recorded living into 
the teens, and in captivity, they 
can live to about 30 years. This 
speaks to the challenges these 
mammals face in their wild and 
unforgiving environment.   

Bobcats live in all areas of 
New Hampshire, with their home 
range varying in size depending 
on sex, season, and prey distribu-
tion and abundance. They mark 
their territory with urine, feces, 
anal gland scent, and scrapes on physical 
markers, such as trees. Individuals have 
one natal den and other auxiliary dens for 
protection located throughout their home 
ranges. Dens can be found in caves, hollow 
logs, brush piles, rock ledges, or stumps.  

Bobcats’ gestational period is just 2 
months, and females give birth in late April Kelle Loughlin, Education Coordinator, GBNERR

and early May.  Litters average 2–3 young, 
but can be as high as 7. Within a month, the 
tiny kittens are exploring their habitat and are 
weaned by 2 months of age. By fall young are 
hunting independently though they stay with 
their mother for their first year.

Holowach of New York City was killed 
by a white shark off the coast of Maine 
near Baily Island in 2020, scientists from 
around the nation sent acoustic receivers 
and provided support to assist Maine 
communities in trying to detect and 
monitor white sharks off their coast. Will 
the beaches of New Hampshire and Maine 
now begin to experience the same level of 
seal and shark abundance that the Cape 
is seeing? It is a question that scientists 
are trying to answer, but what is certain 
is that protecting and conserving species 
from the smallest of microscopic organ-
isms up to the 800-pound gray seal inevi-
tably impacts coastal ecosystems one way 
or another. Living with ecological changes, 
both natural and anthropogenic (caused 
by humans), is something humanity has 

done since the 
beginning of time 
and will continue 
to do, no matter 
the challenge.

To learn more 
about white 
sharks in New 
England and 
why this apex 
predator has 
returned in sig-
nificant numbers, visit wellsreserve.org/
event/12988/living-with-white-sharks.

 

This program was a joint production 
between our sister reserves in Maine and 
Massachusetts: The Wells and Waquoit Bay 

Kelle Loughlin, Education Coordinator, 
GBNERR
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Gray seals populate rocky coastlines in large groups, attracting white 
sharks to areas closer to shore.

National Estuarine Research Reserves. The 
program features Massachusetts Marine 
Biologist and white shark expert Dr. Gregory 
Skomal.
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If the allure of seeing one 

of the few pre-historic 

creatures still walking the 

planet excites you, then 

head on down to the Great Bay 

Discovery Center! In May and June 

during the new and full moons, you 

might find a knowledgeable volunteer 

naturalist at the waterfront to help you learn 

more about the amazing creature known as 

the horseshoe crab. The pop-up programs will 

be staffed during high tides, and if you follow 

us on social media, you can find the days that 

are staffed. Or discover these estuary marvels 

on your own-just be sure to come at a high 

tide. For tide information accurate for the boat 

access at the Great Bay Discovery, Center 

visit usharbors.com/harbor/new-hampshire/
squamscott-river-nh/tides/.

After nearly a year of planning, consultations, and proposal 

writing, the Great Bay Eelgrass Resilience Project was officially 

launched in fall of 2021. The primary objectives of the project 

are to improve the understanding of what drives eelgrass health 

and resilience, and to fill science gaps to help adaptively manage 

eelgrass and nitrogen in Great Bay.

The project is funded by the NERRS Science Collaborative 

and is a partnership among the University of New Hampshire, 

Piscataqua Region Estuaries Partnership and the Great Bay 

National Estuarine Research Reserve. A Project Advisory 

Committee has been assembled to ensure results are relevant, 

trusted, and useful. The Committee includes representatives from 

towns around Great Bay as well as agencies and organizations 

involved in protecting water quality and habitats. For more 

information about this project, email Lynn.E.Vaccaro@wildlife.
nh.gov or call 603-294-0146.

GREAT BAY EELGRASS RESILIENCE PROJECT OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED

Program News and Events from GBNERR

HORSESHOE CRAB NATURALIST 
PROGRAM BACK BY 
POPULAR DEMAND  

As the darkest early days of the pandemic began to become a reality, education staff at 

the Great Bay Discovery Center put on their thinking caps and devised a way to stay 

connected with the families that were visiting its grounds in unprecedented numbers. The 

Bayventure Grab & Go kits were created with weekly themes designed to give children and 

their caregivers something to do in the outdoors, or even indoors. Each theme taught them 

about a nature concept or creature including an activity or craft. Thanks to the support of the 

Portland, Maine-based Horizon Foundation and the Great Bay Stewards, the kits were always 

free to the excited children, 

parents, and grandparents.

“Picking up the kits at 

the front door of the Center 

became a weekly outing for 

many local families,” said 

Beth Heckman, assistant 

education coordinator at the 

Reserve. One mom told Heck-

man they were her lifeline to 

get through the pandemic. In 

total, just under 8,000 kits 

were given out during 2021.

GREAT BAY DISCOVERY CENTER GRAB & GO KITS REACH 
THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN  
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July 8
Fish Frenzy  

July 15
My Cousin is a Spider

July 22
Forts & Fairy Houses 

Jr. Bayventures
for kids entering 1st-4th grade  l Held on Fridays from 9:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m.

BAYVENTURES 2022
Program schedule for children entering 3rd-6th grade

Bayventure programs are held outside on Wednesdays from 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

July 6
Fish Frenzy
There are so many cool fish that live in Great 
Bay! Discover which one is your favorite. Try your 
hand at seining for small fish at high tide and 
help us feed our scaly residents. Come prepared 
to get wet. Make a fish magnet to take home.

July 13
My Cousin is a Spider
Discover one of the oldest creatures on earth, the 
horseshoe crab, and learn about their cousins, 
the spiders. We will visit the waterfront and 
explore the boardwalk to look for both of these 
types of arthropods. Make a horseshoe crab print 
t-shirt to take home. 

July 20
Forts & Fairy Houses 
Whether you are building a fort with your friends 
or a fairy house for the woodland spirits, you 
are spending time in nature. Join us for these 
favorite pastimes. Create a sign to add to your 
own fort at home!

July 27
Mystery on Great Bay
Join us for a day of mystery indoor and outdoor 
games and activities. If you like surprises, or 
even if you don’t, you will be sure to have a 
super day near Great Bay! Make a mystery craft 
to take home.

“Once Upon an 
Estuary”

For ages 2-5 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. on select 
Thursdays in July and August 

Come dressed and ready for some messy play 
and nature exploration! Each class will begin at 
our natural playground. Classes will take place 

indoors and outdoors with a story, activities, craft 
and a snack. Classes are designed for a child and 

caregiver. $5 per child and $2 per participating 
sibling. Pre-registration is required. Email Natasha 

at natasha.l.anderson@wildlife.nh.gov 
or call 603-778-0015.

July 7  
“Flossie Flounder- A Tail of Flat Fish” by Suzanne Tate 

July 14  
“Crab Moon” by Ruth Horowitz

July 21 
“Fort Building Time” by Megan Wagner Lloyd 

July 28 
“Sam and Dave Dig a Hole” by Mac Barnet

August 4 
“When the Tide is Low” by Sheila Cole

August 18 
“About Birds” by Cathryn Sill

August 3
Mudflat Mania 
The tides reveal up to half of Great Bay as 
mudflats at low tide every day. Come explore the 
amazing mudflats of Sandy Point and discover 
some of the fantastic animals and plants that live 
there. Create a craft to take home.

August 17
Tweets & Talons 
Identifying birds can be empowering and lead to 
a lifelong passion. Join us as we spot some birds 
along the boardwalk. Make a craft for the birds in 
your own yard.

Call (603) 778-0015 or email beth.heckman@wildlife.nh.gov with questions. Each Bayventure 

program is $40. There is a $5/program sibling discount. The camper to staff ratio is a maximum of 6:1. 

Register and pay online at greatbay.org

Call (603) 778-0015 or email 

beth.heckman@wildlife.nh.gov with 

questions. Each Jr. Bayventure program is 

$20. There is a $5/program sibling discount. 

The camper to staff ratio is a maximum of 5:1. 

Register and pay online at greatbay.org

July 29
Mystery on Great Bay

August 5
Mudflat Mania

August 19
Tweets & Talons
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• Be a Horseshoe Crab Naturalist: Educate visitors about this living fossil during high 
tides from mid-May through mid-June. We may also expand to other seasonal topics 
throughout the year. Training is provided on a rolling basis, and volunteers sign up for 
shifts online. Contact Melissa Brogle at melissa.brogle@wildlife.nh.gov.

• Fall Educator Training: Teach school-aged children about the cultural history of Great 
Bay. Training is all day on September 9, 2022. Email beth.heckman@wildlife.nh.gov 
with questions or to register for training.

• Great Bay’s Community Wildlife Garden: Help us maintain this little piece of nature 
on Route 108 in Stratham. Weeding and watering crew positions available throughout 
warmer months. Contact Melissa Brogle at melissa.brogle@wildlife.nh.gov.

  • Interested in saltmarsh research? We may need some help this fall. If you would  
like to be added to list contact Melissa Brogle at melissa.brogle@wildlife.nh.gov.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) and the State of Connecticut have officially 

designated the Connecticut National Estuarine Research 

Reserve in the Federal Register. The Connecticut 

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

(DEEP) worked in close partnership with NOAA, the 

University of Connecticut (UConn), Connecticut Sea 

Grant (CTSG), the Connecticut Audubon Society (CAS), 

and numerous other organizations and individuals to 

lead the designation process. The resulting Connecticut 

National Estuarine Research Reserve (CT NERR) 

includes the land areas of Lord Cove Natural Area 

Preserve, Roger Tory Peterson Natural Area Preserve 

(formerly Great Island Wildlife Management Area), Pine 

Island, Haley Farm State Park, Bluff Point State Park, 

Coastal Reserve and Natural Area Preserve, as well as 

portions of the surrounding open-water areas of Long Island Sound and 

the Thames and Connecticut Rivers. It also includes the DEEP Marine 

District Headquarters in Old Lyme and the UConn Avery Point campus 

in Groton. These locations provide critical habitat for birds, fish, and 

other marine and coastal species of plants and animals in the region. 

The designation of these areas as a NERR will help provide valuable 

opportunities for these “living laboratories” to advance relevant efforts in 

environmental science, monitoring, education, and stewardship.

The Connecticut Reserve is the thirtieth reserve in the national 

system and includes unique habitats and species that are not currently 

A National Perspective: The Thirtieth National Estuarine Research    
                                 Reserve Is Designated
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found in reserves within the Northeast. The designation of the 

Connecticut Reserve is consistent with the Biden–Harris Administration’s 

America the Beautiful initiative, which commits to conserving at least 

30% of U.S. lands and waters by the year 2030 and aims to address 

nature loss, climate change, and inequitable access to the outdoors.

"Our staff are excited to have a new reserve partner in New 

England,” said Cory Riley, Manager of the Great Bay NERR. 

“With every reserve that is designated, the NERR System expands 

its ability to understand how estuaries work and connect people to the 

coast.” 

Horseshoe crab naturalist, Elaine Prokop, shares her 
knowledge with a young visitor.
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Just as the mammals that call 
Great Bay home can have 

a tremendous impact on the 
ecosystem while remaining out 
of sight, Great Bay itself is often 
called “the hidden coast” because of 
its unseen nature, despite covering 
more than 1,000 square miles. The 
first time Reserve staff brought me 
to see Glenn Cove, I was amazed. 
Here I saw a sweeping view of the 

estuary alongside an open field, with its salt marshes and its dramatic 
tidal changes, and an osprey swooping overhead almost on cue.

In 2000, the 26.3-acre property now known as Glenn Cove was 
protected by the Nature Conservancy through the Great Bay Resource 
Protection Partnership. Soon afterward, the land was transferred to the 
NH Fish and Game Department. The 11-acre waterfront portion is the 
site of a former family farm, and was put into a life estate until the passing 
of the family member who sold the land in the spring of 2019. Federal and 
state funding have already allowed clean up to begin, including planning 
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for renovations to the historic farmhouse on the property for future use 
in housing visiting researchers. 

This winter, Reserve Manager Cory Riley asked for our support with 
the next phase: making public access to Glenn Cove a reality, with parking, 
a picnic and education pavilion, restrooms, and a cleaned-up site that will 
truly allow visitors to take in the wonder of Great Bay. The Greenland, 
NH property’s proximity to towns that surround the estuary, the adjacent 
conservation properties, the incredible views, the opportunity for restored 
boat access, and Glenn Cove’s long history of winter smelt fishing, all add 
up to an unparalleled opportunity to give area residents and visitors 
a better opportunity to connect with the Bay. The Great Bay Stewards 
board unanimously voted to take up the challenge of supporting this 
incredible work. 

 We hope you will join us in this endeavor. Please keep an eye out this 
spring for information on how you can be a part of conserving this special 
property and making it an accessible part of Great Bay for generations to 
come.

It’s a great time to make a difference,

Annual dues may be paid by check made payable to the Great 
Bay Stewards and sent to: GBS Membership Committee, 89 
Depot Road, Greenland, NH 03840

PLEASE JOIN US!
All interested parties are cordially invited to become 
Great Bay Stewards. Members receive Great Bay 
Matters and other pertinent mailings.

#

q Guardian $150           q Protector $75  
q Steward/Family $35    q Student $20    q Other $__________

Deb Alberts, Chair, Great Bay Stewards

name                                                                                               _____________                           

address                                                                          _____________                                             

town                                                                                         ____________                                  

state                                                                          zip              _________                                    

email                                                                                                         ___________                 

The "Hidden Coast"

Three years ago, the Stewards became a part of planning the biennial 

Beaches Conference. We are excited to again help organize this 

important event after it was postponed in 2021. The event will take place 

this year on June 10 at Berwick Academy in South Berwick, Maine. The 

conference aims to bring together residents, municipal officials, business 

owners, scientists, teachers, students, and others to review the latest 

science, policy, and trends along the New Hampshire and Maine Coasts. 

Our Executive Director Allison Knab serves on the Planning Committee 

and Communications Committee, while Reserve Coastal Training Program 

Coordinator Lynn Vaccaro is a member of the Steering Committee. Topics 

planned for 2022 range from the coastal impacts of climate change to 

Save the Date!
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shellfish fisheries management to tracking the movements of green crabs 

in the estuary. We hope to see you there!
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Electrical Contractor
Residential l Commercial l Industrial

mei@maldini.comcastbiz.net


