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GET TO KNOW GREAT BAY

COMMERCIAL FISH SPECIES SPEND SOME PART OF 
THEIR LIVES IN AN ESTUARY LIKE GREAT BAY
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Fish. We catch them for fun, we catch them for food, we collect them in tanks 

because we think they are so beautiful. We rely on them to tell us what is 

happening in the oceans, rivers and lakes around the country as indicators of 

change. According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 

estuaries provide habitat for about 68 percent of the U.S. commercial fish catch 

and 80 percent of recreational catch. By protecting the Great Bay Estuary, our 

program is making sure New Hampshire’s fish and the economy and quality of 

life that depend on them, stay healthy. As a part of the Marine Division of Fish 

and Game, the Great Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve has access to some 

of the top experts on fish in the state and as a part of our mission we want to 

connect that expertise and passion for fish and fishing to the people we reach in our programs and in this magazine. 

This issue of Great Bay Matters tells readers how to get out and enjoy fishing any time of year around Great Bay, and 

also introduces innovative research that is happening in partnership with UNH that can help us understand what 

fish are in the Bay, even if we do not see them or catch them. I am confident that once you wade into this issue all 

about fish, you will want to get out on the water too!

Great Bay National Estuarine 
Research Reserve (GBNERR) is 
an estuary comprised of 7,300 
acres of tidal waters and 2,935 
acres of coastal land. Acquired 

through land purchases and 
conservation easements, 

GBNERR was designated on 
October 3, 1989 to be 

preserved for the purposes 
of education, research, and 

resource protection.

89 Depot Road, 
Greenland, NH 03840

603-778-0015
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Here in New Hampshire, we are blessed 
with a beautiful example of this natural 
phenomenon, the Great Bay Estuary. 

It is a complex system with diverse habitats 
and ever changing water conditions. From 
tide to tide and season to season, the only 
consistency is inconsistency. All of this 
movement and variation bring with it an ever 
changing array of life.  

As ice develops on the Great Bay and its 
tributaries, migrant fish move out of the Bay in 
search of deeper waters with more stable tem-
peratures. Rainbow smelt are the exception. 
They are uniquely evolved to withstand water 
temperatures under tidal ice by producing 
antifreeze proteins. While most fish are slowed 
by the frigid water, smelt thrive and feed on 
winter invertebrates, taking advantage of a 
lack of competition during the long dark win-

ter. Anglers can find these tasty treats starting 
in the late fall in our harbors, usually fishing 
at night from lighted docks, but when the ice 
sets up on the Bay the real fishing starts. These 
are small fish and don’t make a big fuss when 
hooked, so lightweight rods, or hand-lining are 
good options. Just a tiny amount of sea worm 
on a #8 hook or a small baited jig works well. 
There are many areas to access the Bay and 
tidal rivers including, Durham Landing on the 
Oyster River, the Exeter boat launch on the 
Squamscott River in downtown Exeter, and the 
Fish and Game access site off of Young Lane in 
Newmarket on the Lamprey River. 

Delicious white perch are occasionally 
caught alongside smelt while fishing through 
the ice, but really start making an appearance 
as the ice recedes and they congregate and 
move up the rivers to spawn. White perch are 

most often thought of as freshwater fish, but 
they can also live tidally, and there is a healthy 
population in the Bay. You can find this relative 
of the striped bass in coastal rivers like the 
Squamscott, and they make an easy target 
from shore. Sea worms are the bait of choice, 
but they will respond to minnows as well as 
artificial lures. Some choice fishing locations 
are along the bank at Chapman’s Landing in 
Newfields and Swasey Parkway in Exeter. 

Winter flounder are another springtime 
visitor to the Bay. They are one of the most 
sought after fish on the NH coast. Easily 
accessible by any angler with a small boat, or 
access to a jetty or pier, f lounder can provide 
fishing fun for all ages. These fish migrate into 
Great Bay in late winter just prior to their 
spring spawn. Their young take advantage of 
the nursery habitat and plentiful food within 

An explosion of life happens where rivers meet the sea 

Chapman’s Landing, Newfields
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bass move out of the estuaries and begin their 
southern migration. At this time of the year 
anglers should move seaward as well for one 
last chance at a big fish until spring.

the Bay. Adults remain inshore in harbors 
and sheltered coves while the water is cool. 
Flounder are a seasonal visitor to the Bay and 
are more typically caught in the springtime 
(May/June) on sandy bottom, most often 
near inlets of bays and harbors. As waters 
warm, some flounder will leave the harbors, 
but others will find a deeper part of the Bay 
or harbor remaining in the cooler water where 
tidal action is still strong. The most popular 
bait is sea worms but clams may also be 
substituted, just remember that their mouths 
are small so don’t load-up on the bait. Tackle 
used for flounder fishing can be very basic; a 
braided hand-line with a 2-5oz bank sinker and 
a long-shanked flounder hook is all you need to 
get fishing. Braided line is preferred because of 
the flounder’s subtle bite, but any light-weight 
freshwater rig will work. 

Springtime in NH also signals the start 
of the river herring run. These small fish 
ascend coastal rivers in the thousands to reach 
freshwater spawning habitat. This early-season 
herring run provides shore anglers with their 
easiest chance of catching a large striped bass. 
The head-of-tide, where river herring pool 
up on their journey upstream is an excellent 
spot to spend a tide fishing, as striped bass 
will come right up to the head-of-tide to gorge 
themselves on migrating baitfish. Henry Law 
Park in downtown Dover puts you right in 
the action as it is located just downstream of 
the Cocheco River fish ladder. Another great 
spot is on the Lamprey River in downtown 
Newmarket behind the old mill buildings 
(there is also a high tide only boat launch 
located here). The typical method employed is 
snagging a river herring using one rod rigged 
with a weighted treble hook or “snag hook” 

that is cast into a school of herring, allowed 
to sink a little, and then reeled in quickly or 
jigged. Then transfer the live fish onto a 7/0 
or 8/0 circle hook, up through the lower jaw 
and out the eye, on a second fishing rod. Just 
beware of the closures around fishways (con-
sult the NH Saltwater Fishing Digest). Fishing 
for river herring is closed on Wednesdays. 
Dawn and dusk are the most productive 
times to hit these spots on an incoming 
tide. In estuarine waters, striped bass 
exhibit a diurnal feeding pattern (most 
active at sunrise and sunset); while 
in open waters they are more active 
at night. This is why you will see 
surfcasters lining the beaches 
during the summer months 
throughout the night.

While the end of the 
herring run in mid to late 
June marks the end of 
the easy striper fishing, 
there is still plenty of fun 
to be had. Throughout the 
summer striped bass can be 
caught within the Bay, Little 
Bay in the area of Fox Point 
is a frequented fishing spot 
for boat anglers during 
the summer months. Poke 
around in the eddies and 
anywhere you find a rock 
pile for them to lurk. 

When the weather 
turns and cool rains 
push baitfish out 
into the lower 
estuary and off 
the coast, striped 

Rebecca Heuss, Marine Biologist,
NH Fish and Game Department 

Winter flounder are 
another springtime 
visitor to the Bay. 

They are one of the 
most sought after fish 

on the NH coast.
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Great Bay is one of several reserves in the 
NERRS system partnering with UNH 

researchers to study the use of environmental 
DNA (or eDNA) for estuary monitoring. eDNA 
comes from genetic material that animals shed 
through scales, shells, fur, feces, fragments of 
tissue, and more – it’s the “gunk” that’s floating 
around in the Bay’s water all the time!

To extract this DNA from the environment, 
scientists take a simple water or sediment 
sample and send it to the lab for a low-cost 
analysis. This approach could dramatically 

change the way we survey local streams, rivers, 
and estuaries for species that are invasive, rare, 
or difficult to track by traditional monitoring 
methods. 

Imagine being able to pinpoint when and 
where a potential invasive first enters your 
system, all from a water sample. Or being able to 
detect the presence of a rare or endangered spe-
cies, without having to capture or even see a live 
animal. Or from a simple scoop of sediment, be 
able to get an accurate picture of all the species 
that passed through an area, at a lower cost and 
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with less negative environmental impact than 
existing methods. All of this could be possible 
with eDNA technology!

“Our reserve is excited to explore the 
possibilities of this novel technology for early 
detection of invasive crabs and seaweeds, as well 
as to understand how climate change can affect 
our biological communities,” says Chris Peter, 
research coordinator at Great Bay. 

Chris has worked with the project’s lead 
researcher, Alison Watts of UNH, and the team 
at UNH’s Hubbard Center for Genomics, to 
bring eDNA to Great Bay. The collaboration 
between university researchers and field 
scientists helps to bring technologies like eDNA 
to real-world applications.

Through a process called “metabarcoding,” 
eDNA techniques can identify dozens of species 
to get a more comprehensive picture of the 
ecosystem. The wealth of information that 
eDNA provides can inform resource manage-
ment decisions without the need to capture live 
animals or plants. 

In 2018, eDNA sampling and analysis was 

Ever wondered what it would be like 
to use the tricorder from Star Trek?            
To scan an environment and learn what 
kinds of creatures live there? Reserve 
scientists and genetics researchers are 
working together to refine a technology 
that feels like science fiction, but provides real 
world capacity to detect rare or invasive species more affordably, and 
with less impact, than traditional methods – right here in Great Bay!

Biologists conduct seine net monitoring in Great Bay
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Sea Lamprey - (Petromyzon marinus)
Commonly mistaken for an eel, this inter-

esting-looking fish travels between fresh and 
saltwater throughout its lifetime, latching onto 
other fish species as a parasite. Don’t worry, 
though; taking a dip into one of the rivers that 
flows into the bay will not result in finding a 
lamprey latched on to you like in some horror 
movie, it only seeks out coldblooded species to 
feed upon. Its long, cylindrical body and circu-
lar rings of teeth are two characteristics that 
make it easy to mistake for an eel. Unlike other 
fish species, this ancient animal has no bones, 
jaw, or paired fins and similar to a shark, its 
skeleton is comprised of cartilage. While the 
sea lamprey has caused considerable damage 
in the Great Lakes Region, where it is invasive, 
it actually greatly contributes to the health of 
its native ecosystem.

Sea lampreys are native to the Eastern 
waters of the Gulf of Maine and the Great Bay 
watershed. Their range extends throughout 
coastal rivers along the Atlantic Coast to the 
Gulf Coast of Florida and parts of Western 
Europe. Being anadromous, they hatch and 
begin their lives in freshwater rivers, moving 
into saltwater once they reach maturity and 
return to freshwater, about ten years later, 

Estuary Almanac to spawn and die. At that point, their bodies 
move through the ecosystem and are used as 
a valuable food source for other marine and 
estuarine animals.

At spawning time, mature lamprey 
swim upstream following pheromones 
excreted by larvae from previous 
years. They find an area of 
relatively calm water, likely 
on stream banks or along a 
river bend. Next, they will find gravel to nest 
in, arranging rocks by suctioning to them. 
Females deposit an average of over 170,000 
eggs into the nest, after which, the male 
and female both die. Once the larvae hatch, 
they burrow into silt and become known as 
ammocoetes, filter feeders that may improve 
the water quality of the system in which they 
live. This becomes their primary task for up to 
five years, at which point they develop teeth, 
reach maturity and travel down the river to 
find a host fish to feed on. Thus, the cycle 
continues.

Not only does this fish contribute to 
the biodiversity of a water body, it also may 
improve water quality, provide valuable, 
high-fat and easy to catch food for other fish 
species and prepares valuable spawning sites 
for species that spawn in a similar way, such 
as salmon. However, numbers of Sea Lamprey 

in New Hampshire’s waterways have been 
steadily declining since the 1980’s. Several 
factors influence this trend: dams prevent 
lamprey from reaching their preferred spawning 
sites; their dependence on healthy salt and 
freshwater ecosystems leaves them vulnerable 
to negative impacts from humans and the 
changing environment; declining numbers of 
native fish species may impact their ability to 
find host species.

While the sea lamprey may not be the 
beautiful fish species you have in mind when 
you think about the Great Bay watershed, 
it brings importance and diversity to New 
Hampshire’s coastal waters. Each native species 
that inhabits this area is unique and brings its 
own set of characteristics and significance to 
this hidden gem we call Great Bay.

Colleen McClare, Naturalist, GBNERR 

deployed alongside Great Bay’s traditional seine 
net monitoring, where live fish are captured, 
checked, counted, and then released. One of the 
most interesting finds was that eDNA detected 
certain species that weren’t found in the nets – 
particularly larger, fast-moving species such as 
striped bass that are present in the system, but 
are not likely to be caught with seine fishing.

For the upcoming 2019 sampling season, 
Great Bay scientists will continue to pair eDNA 
with seine fishing to further refine that data. 
They plan to use eDNA to explore biodiver-
sity – metrics that show the variety of life in 
an ecosystem – across multiple seasons and 
habitats, including seagrass meadows, oyster 
reefs, and mud flats. 

eDNA is an excellent tool for exploring 
biodiversity because a single test can identify 
species from birds, fish, and even humans down 
to microscopic bacteria and larval crustaceans. 

As one of several different reserves testing 
this technology – each with their own research 
questions, management concerns, and biological 
communities – Great Bay is helping to pilot 
eDNA for widespread and diverse use. Other 
reserves collaborating on the project include 
Wells Reserve in Maine and South Slough 
Reserve in Oregon.

“The NERRS provides a network of sites 
where scientists collect information on estuaries 
using standardized methods that have been 
developed by the system partners,” says UNH 
researcher and project lead Alison Watts. “By 
collaborating with multiple reserves, including 
Great Bay, we are able to develop and test our 
methods at different types of sites, and gather 
input on how best to develop procedures that 
could be adopted at additional sites in the 
NERRS and beyond.”

eDNA was recently featured in National 
Geographic as one of the most exciting recent 
developments in marine science, and it’s being 
piloted in our own backyard! For more informa-
tion on eDNA, you can check out the project 
website at estuaryDNA.org.

Jessica Waters
Community Engagement Specialist, GBNERR

Sea Lamprey

Samples are being taken for eDNA analysis.
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Calling all Shutterbugs! Showcase your photography skills 

and your love of Great Bay and you could win! The Great 

Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve is holding the first of 

four separate photo contests featuring “Great Bay through the 

Seasons”. The purpose of the contest is to help us improve our 

image library for use in exhibits, our website, and for publications 

like Great Bay Matters. Digital images are being accepted in the 

following categories: flora and fauna; land and waterscapes; 

and people enjoying the Bay. Photos will be judged on originality, 

creativity and image quality. First prize wins $100 and will have 

their photo featured on the cover of an issue of Great Bay Matters. 

Second prize is $50 and third wins $25. For the complete list of 

rules and contest deadlines, visit greatbay.org/events. 

First contest deadline is June 1st, 2019.

NERRS NEWS

Great Bay and the University of New Hampshire are leading 

an effort to examine the impacts on salt marshes throughout 

New England from sea level rise induced by climate change. As 

sea level rise accelerates, salt marshes may not be able to keep 

pace, essentially drowning these highly productive grasslands and 

all their wildlife inhabitants, resulting in tidal mudflats. Nine salt 

marshes scattered across the four New England reserves (MA, 

ME, NH, RI) have been monitored since 2010 and some longer. 

Scientists from each Reserve have observed dramatic changes, 

particularly in southern New England, where they’re already seeing 

IMPACT STUDY ON SALT MARSHES

Program News and Events From GBNERR

less plant abundance and greater bare soils. The team is tasked 

with conducting a thorough investigation of these changes across 

New England to better understand how marshes are coping with 

greater flooding. In the process of doing so, they’re creating a 

roadmap for other regions of the country and potentially at the 

national level to do a similar analysis. The plant community will be 

the focus of the analysis, however, the team will also be examining 

related parameters such as tidal water levels, marsh surface eleva-

tion changes and groundwater salinity. The project is expected to 

completed by the end of the year.

GREAT BAY THROUGH THE SEASONS PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST
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Educational Offerings

June 10th
Wonders at the Waterfront
Join us to discover the thrill of mucking around at low 
tide and splashing at mid-tide all in the same day! Try 
finding an eel under a rock and seining for juvenile 
fish. Make a flounder beanbag to take home.

July 17th
Nuts about Nature
How observant are you of nature? Let’s take a 
peek at the little things that might pass you by and 
discover how to awaken all of your senses in the 
great outdoors. Make a gingerbread fort to take home. 

July 24th
Eelgrass, Eelgrass Everywhere 
Did you know eelgrass beds are the most abundant 
habitat type in Great Bay? This flowering plant 
provides an ideal place for many animals to hide. 
We’ll make a pipefish craft to take home and put on 
an “eelgrass theater” presentation at the end of the 
program for parents to watch.

July 31st
Mystery on Great Bay
Join us for a day of mystery indoor and outdoor games 
and activities. If you like surprises, or even if you don’t, 
you will be sure to have a super day near Great Bay!  
Make a mystery craft to take home.

“Once Upon an Estuary”
for ages 2-5, 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 

Thursdays in July and August.  
Children, with an adult, are invited to come listen 
to a story, play games and make a craft.  Many 

activities will be outside so please dress for some 
outdoor fun!  $3 per child or $5 per family.  Pre-
registration is required.  Please call 778-0015 

and ask for Jay or Beth or email
Jay.Sullivan@wildlife.nh.gov.

July 11th  
“Moonlight Crab Count” by Dr. Neeti Bathala
Have you ever held a horseshoe crab?  Do you 
know why they visit our shore each spring?  
Join us as we visit the shore of Great Bay and 
learn about these amazing animals. 

July 18th  
“All Around Me I See” by Laya Steinberg
What are some of your favorite things to find or 
see on a walk?  Join us as we play some games 
and hone our ability to see what’s right before 
our eyes!

July 25th 
“This is the Sea that Feeds Us” by 
Robert F. Baldwin - What’s your favorite thing to 
eat? Join us for some yummy snacks as we learn 
about what the animals in Great Bay like to eat!

August 1st 
“My Five Senses” by Aliki - Use your senses as 
you play games and learn about how the animals 
around Great Bay use theirs!

August 8th 
“Who Sank the Boat?” by Pamela Allen
Have you ever heard of a Gundalow?  Learn 
about these historic boats and their important 
job of transporting cargo all around the 
Seacoast.  Try your hand at building a boat and 
loading cargo of your own!

August 15th 
“Pie in the Sky” by Lois Elhert 
Join us as we learn about the food that trees make 
to feed us and lots of other animals. We’ll go on a 
walk to find some and enjoy some taste testing!

Educational Offerings
SUMMER BAYVENTURES 2019 

Program schedule for children entering 3rd-6th grade
Bayventure programs are held on Wednesdays 

from 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Sign up for one or the super summer series of six!

July 12th
Wonders at the Waterfront

July 19th
Nuts About Nature

July 26th
Eelgrass, Eelgrass Everywhere

August 2nd
Mystery on Great Bay

August 7th
I Want to Be a Lobsterman
People who lobster, work on research vessels or 
patrol the waters all need to know how to get around 
Great Bay. What does it take to pilot the Bay? We will 
discover the tools of the trade, learn basic chart skills 
and build our own model boats to float.

August 14th
The Great Bay Escape
Join us for a day full of puzzles and mind teasers. Have 
you been to an escape room? Work together to escape 
from our Great Bay Special Collections Room by learning 
about the Bounty of the Bay. Create your own minute-to-
win-it game to take home and challenge your family.

To register call (603) 778-0015 or email beth.heckman@wildlife.nh.gov   

•  Each Bayventures program is $35 for Great Bay Stewards members (or $175 for all 6 programs when you become or 
renew as a GBS member) and $40 per program for non-members. There is a $5/sibling/day discount. The camper to 
staff ratio is a maximum of 7:1. 

•  Each Jr. Bayventures program is $15 for Great Bay Stewards members or $20 per program for non-members. The 
camper to staff ratio is a maximum of 6:1. Sign up for one or the super summer series of six.

JR. BAYVENTURES 2019 

Program schedule for children entering 1st-4th grade. Jr. Bayventures is a shorter version of the standard 
Bayventures programs. Jr. programs are held on Fridays from 9:30 a.m.- noon.

Make checks payable to: Great Bay Stewards @
Great Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve

Great Bay Discovery Center, 89 Depot Road
Greenland, NH 03840
Greatbay.org

August 9th
I Want to Be a Lobsterman

August 16th
The Great Bay Escape
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• Adoption Program: Do you like to 
garden? Or maybe you are more into 
repairs and painting? We have many 
gardens, and 2 outdoor play boats, that 
are in need of adoptees to care for them 
throughout the season! 

Some people might shudder when they 

think about eels, but not the volunteers at 

the Hudson River National Estuarine Research 

Reserve (HRNERR)! Why? 

Because American Eels 

are an important part of 

marine and freshwater 

ecosystems, plus look 

how cute those glass eels 

are! American eels hatch 

in the Atlantic Ocean, 

and migrate into North 

American estuaries as 

transparent glass eels. 

Eels are an important 

species in estuarine 

ecosystems because they 

are both a prey and a 

predator species, playing 

an important role in the 

food web. Despite being 

a highly adaptable fish, eel numbers have 

decreased over the past century due to habitat 

loss, over-fishing, dams, water pollution, 

climate change, parasites, and more. Some 

work has been done nationally to restore 

habitat access for eels (for example removing 

dams or building eel ways to increase the 

number of eels moving up and down stream), 

but local data is important 

in understanding popula-

tion trends and possible 

impacts on this unique 

species.

For 11 years, citizen 

scientists of all ages 

have volunteered for the 

Eel Project coordinated 

by the HRNERR, the 

NY State Department 

of Environmental 

Conservation Hudson 

River Estuary Program, 

and the Water Resources 

Institute at Cornell 

University. Since 2008 

volunteers have helped to 

count glass eels caught in nets, eel ladders, 

and using eel mops. Fourteen sample sites 

span the Hudson River, and each year approx-

imately 750 volunteers help catch, count, and 

release eels (143,953 eels in 2018). Trained 

A National Perspective: Squiggly, Wiggly, Citizen Science

Volunteer for Great Bay!
• Fall Educator Training: Do you like to 

work with students and spend time 
outside? Our educators teach students all 
about the cultural history of Great Bay and 
the natural resources that drew colonists 
to settle here 400 years ago. All training 
is provided, and volunteers sign up for 
the shifts that are convenient for them. 
Training date is Thursday, September 5th. 

• Exhibit Room: We are open for the season 
and always looking for weekend help! If 
you need community service hours for 
school, or are just looking for a fun place 
to donate your time, the Discovery Center 
might be right for you. Interact with the 

volunteers include high school and college 

students as well as local residents working 

closely with Reserve staff and State Agency 

representatives. The eel project at HRNERR 

is a great example of connecting citizens to 

science while also collecting important data. 

Sound like fun? Find a citizen science project 

near you and support local science!

By Melissa Brogle, Volunteer Coordinator, 
GBNERR

public, teach them about Great Bay, and 
help them hold a horseshoe crab. 

• Phenology: Do you like to walk the 
boardwalk? Do you notice when things 
begin to flower or drop their leaves, 
or when animals start to return in the 
spring? Our phenology program is a 
great way to contribute while you spend 
time outside! Training is provided and the 
program schedule is very flexible.

For more information and to sign up 
contact Melissa Brogle, Volunteer 
Coordinator: melissa.brogle@wildlife.
nh.gov or 603-778-0015. 
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By the time you receive this, it will 
be spring. But as I sit to write it I’m 

checking the long-range weather forecast, 
still awaiting news of warmer weather: 
it’s amazing how many times I’ve looked 
forward to it this winter. Seeing baseball 
players reporting to spring training is 
one sign of spring, but for me, another 
is getting an email scheduling Educator 
training for the school programs that 
will be held at the Great Bay Discovery 

Center. It’s a great program and so much fun to do. I can’t wait to look for 
horseshoe crabs and watch the kids’ faces when they get to hold one of these 
“living fossils”.

As I walked along the Bay this morning my thoughts turned to all the 
upcoming things I can be doing soon: boating, fishing, swimming, and just 
walking along the shore admiring the views. It won’t be long before I start 
tracking the striper migration. So much fun catching and releasing the “schoo-
lies” and getting to eat a delicious “keeper.” 

Until those days arrive, the Stewards staff and board spend their time 

planning events for warmer weather. August will bring our Flatbread commu-
nity supper on the 6th, and later that month will be a members-only kayak 
trip – keep your eye out for the date!  On October 3rd, we are excited to again 
hold an annual members meeting with chowder and refreshments (and, we 
like to think, good company and conversation). The Great Bay 5K committee 
is already meeting to organize our 21st race –to be held on Saturday, October 
26th.  This year marks the 30th anniversary of the Reserve, and we are looking 
forward to all the celebratory events we’ll be helping the Reserve staff plan.  

The mission of the Great Bay Stewards is to “protect and preserve the 
vitality of the Great Bay estuarine ecosystem …”. Come join us in this effort so 
the estuary can continue to be the enjoyable wonder that it is.

Annual dues may be paid by check made payable to the Great 
Bay Stewards and sent to: GBS Membership Committee, 89 
Depot Road, Greenland, NH 03840

PLEASE JOIN US!
All interested parties are cordially invited to become 
Great Bay Stewards. Members receive Great Bay 
Matters and other pertinent mailings.

!

q Guardian $150           q Protector $75  
q Steward/Family $35     q Student $20    q Other $_________

Jack O’Reilly, Chair, Great Bay Stewards
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name                                                                                               _____________                           

address                                                                          _____________                                             

town                                                                                         ____________                                  

state                                                                          zip              _________                                    

email                                                                                                         ___________                 

Go Fish!

The first meeting of the art show 

committee each November is a 

reunion: Great Bay Stewards staff, 

board members, Reserve staff and 

outside committee members hug, 

catch up, and try and get a little 

work done.  Fifteen years into it and 

we like to think we have it down: an 

amazing collection of artists from 

which to select, an opening reception 

everyone looks forward to Friday night, 

a heartwarming tea with area senior 

Record Setting Art Show
centers – including many past volunteers -on Saturday, and a fun brunch 

on Sunday to keep visitors rolling in. Of course, none of it would be possible 

without so many people.  Our artists generously donate to an amazing 

raffle table; our volunteers do everything from pour tea to hang paintings 

to wash tablecloths to bake muffins.  And of course we are always so 

appreciative of the sponsors that make the event a success: RiverWoods, 

Living Innovations, Bay Breeze Dentistry, Hoefle Phoenix Gormley & Roberts, 

Piscataqua Savings Bank, Brick and Barn, Coastal Design magazine, and 

Boldwerks.  We would also like to thank the 1,007 of you who were able to 

attend – see you next year! 

Allison Knab, Executive Director 
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painting by Marsha Zavez
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l  10,000 – Acres of land and estuary conserved     l  80,000 Students educated at the Great Bay Discovery Center     l  100,000 Volunteer hours contributed
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